In the Claims: 

1^^^ A method of modifying a first multimedia asset to fomi a second 
multipredia aS^et, comprising: 

applying^ multimedia asset processing command to the first multimedia asset to 
form the second multimedia asset; and 

uniquely linlaog the first multimedia asset to the second multimedia asset using 
the multimedia asset processing command such that the first multimedia asset is derivable 
solely from the second multimedia asset. 

2. A method as re^cited in claim 1, wherein the applying further comprises: 
determining if the first multimedia asset is associated with an edit list that 

includes the multimedia asset pro^ssing command; 
retrieving the edit list; \ 

processing the first multimedia^set using the multimedia asset processing 
command included in the edit list; and \ 

outputting the processed first multrtnedia asset in the form of the second 
multimedia asset. \ 

3. A method as recited in claim 2, w^rein the linking comprises: 
associating an edit list pointer with the secoM multimedia asset that points back 

to the edit list. \ 

4. A method as recited in claim 2, wherein the\nking comprises: 
embedding the edit list in the second multimedia asset. \ 

5. A method as recited in claim 2, wherein when the nrst multimedia asset 
does not have an associated edit list, or the associated edit list is emp^, then the first 
multimedia asset is a reference multimedia asset(digital negative). \ 
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6. \ A method as recited in claim 2, wherein the appljdng is performed by a 
processor arr^ged to perform executable instructions. 

5 7. AWethod as recited in claim 6, wherein the first multimedia asset and the 

second multimedi^asset is a first digital image and a second digital image, respectively. 

8. A metttod as recited in claim 7, wherein the multimedia processing 
command provides the processor with appropriate digital image processing instructions. 

10 

9. A method aSwrecited in claim 8, wherein the processor is included in a host 
computer coupled to a distriouted network of computers. 

10. A method as recited in claim 9, wherein the second multimedia asset 
15 includes a watermark that includesvthe edit list. 

11. A method as recited in Maim 10, wherein the first digital image is stored in 
an image database included in a client computer coupled to the host computer. 

20 12. A method as recited in claim\ 1, wherein the pointed to edit list is stored 

in an edit list database included in the host computer. 
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13. A method as recited in claim 12, wherein the first digital image is 
forwarded to the host computer wherein the processbr processes the first digital image 
based upon processing instructions included in the pelted to edit list to form the second 
digital image. 



14. A method as recited in claim 13, wherein theJiost computer fiirther 
includes a decimator unit used to produce a low-resolution thumbnail image of the 
30 second digital image. 
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15. A method as recited in claim 14, wherein the thumbnail image is 
forwarded to the client computer and displayed on a display unit coupled thereto. 

16. A metndd as recited in claim 15, wherein the second digital image is 
forwarded to the client computer based upon the thumbnail image. 

17. A method asVecited in claim 16, wherein the first digital image and the 
second digital image are eacma first still digital image and a second still digital image, 
respectively. \ 

18. A method as reciteAin claim 17, wherein the first still digital image is one 
of a first plurality of digital video images that taken together form a first video and 
wherein the second still digital is one^of a second plurality of digital video images that 
taken together form a second video. \ 

19. A method as recited in claim 1, wherein the first multimedia asset is an 
audio asset and wherein the second multimedia asset includes the audio asset. 

20. A digital image processing system, comprising: 
an input controller arranged to, \ 

receive an input digital data sri^pam, 

determine whether or not the inmit digital data stream includes a 
first digital image, \ 

determine whether or not the input Migital data stream includes a 
digital image processing instruction, \ 
output a second digital image, and \ 
output the digital image modification instoiction; 
an image processor coupled to the input controUer^rranged to receive the 
second digital image when the input data stream includes tne digital image 
processing instruction; and \ 
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a\digital image processing instruction processor coupled to the input 
controller smd the image processor arranged to. 



direct the input controller to output the second digital image to the 



image processor when it is determined that the input data stream includes the 
digital image processing instruction, and 



provide the digital image processing instruction to the image 



processor, wherein the image processor modifies the second digital image based 
upon the digital im^e processing instruction to form an output digital data 
stream. \ 

21. A digital image processing system as recited in claim 20, wherein when 
the input digital image stream inqudes the input digital image and does not include the 
digital image processing instructiork then the input digital image is a reference digital 
image (digital negative). \ 

22. A digital image processing system as recited in claim 21, wherein the 
digital image processing instruction is on^of a plurality of digital image processing 
instructions. \ 

23. A digital image processing system as recited in claim 22, wherein the 
plurality of digital image processing instructionsUs included in an edit list. 

24. A digital image processing system as recited in claim 23, further 
comprising wherein when the digital image processing instruction is an edit list pointer 
that points to the edit list, the image processor directsVhe input controller to fetch the edit 
list based upon the edit list pointer. \ 

25. A digital image processing system as recit^in claim 24, wherein when 
the digital image processing instruction is a digital image pester that points to a location 
of the first digital image, the image processor directs the inpuTOontroller to fetch the first 
digital image based upon the pointed to location. \ ' 
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26. \A digital image processing system as recited in claim 25, wherein the 
digital image prWessing system is coupled to a host computer that is linked to a 
distributed netwoHc of computers. 

27. A digital image processing system as recited in claim 26, wherein the 
distributed network oi\pomputers is an HTTP protocol type network of computers. 

28. A digital ibiage processing system as recited in claim 29, wherein the 
10 input digital data stream is Venerated by a digital appliance coupled to the host computer. 



15 



29. A digital imageVrocessing system as recited in claim 28, wherein the 
digital appliance generates the input digital image stream having an embedded digital 
image and an embedded edit list ai^sociated with the digital image, wherein the embedded 
edit list includes digital image procegsing instructions suitable for modification of the 
digital image. 



20 



30. A digital image processin^system as recited in claim 29, wherein the 
input controller retrieves the embedded digkal image and the associated edit list from the 
input digital image stream, processes the digital image based upon the retrieved digital 
image processing instructions, identifies and stores the processed image. 
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31. A digital image processing system %s recited in claim 30, wherein a client 
computer coupled to the host computer retrieves th^identified processed image. 

32. A digital image processing system as reSited in claim 28, wherein the 
digital appliance generates the input digital image streanmaving an embedded digital 
image and an associated embedded edit list pointer, whereuj. the embedded edit list 
pointer identifies an embedded edit list location of the embedded edit list that includes 
digital image processing instructions suitable for modification \f the embedded digital 
image. 

DIGIP008//JOS/MJF 44 



33. A digital image processing system as recited in claim 32, wherein the 
input controller retnWes the embedded digital image and the associated edit list based 
upon the embedded ednJist pointer, processes the digital image based upon the retrieved 
digital image processing utetructions, identifies, and stores the processed image. 

34. A digital image processing system as recited in claim 33, wherein a client 
computer coupled to the host computer retrieves the identified processed image. 

35. A digital image processi^ system as recited in claim 28, wherein the 
digital appliance is selected fi-om a group comprising: a digital camera, a digital 
camcorder, a digital television, a digital phot^scanner, photo-enabled set-top box, a 
photo enabled game machine, and a photo enabled internet device. 
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